
The city of Lake Ozark has taken 
a giant step toward encouraging 
recycling within the city, and the 
lake area. 

The board of aldermen recently 
authorized giving $5,000 to Laclede 
Industries, which operates the 
Waste Watchers recycling site at 43 
Valley Road. In exchange, residents 
of the city of Lake Ozark can drop 
off a variety of recyclable goods 
free of charge as a service to its 
residents. If you are not a resident 
of the City of Lake Ozark, there 
is now a slight fee. Non-residents 
of the city of Lake Ozark can buy 
pre-paid cards that allow them to 
drop up to 10 13-gallon bags of 
recyclables for $10; or buy a pre-
paid $25 card that allows them to 
drop off up to 10 30-gallon bags of 
recycling. 

The facility is open to all area 
residents, but only Lake Ozark res-
idents can use the facility free due 
to the city’s gift.

Effective Jan. 1, Laclede Indus-
tries announced that recycling 

drops would no longer be free 
unless city of Lake Ozark residents 
can show proof of residency. That’s 
easily done by showing a city of 
Lake Ozark utility bill or stopping 
by the City Hall at 3162 Bagnell 
Dam Blvd. (next to Bentley’s 
Restaurant). City officials will pro-
vide a simple ID card for residents 
to show at the recycling facility, 
upon proof of residency.

Non-Lake Ozark residents can 
get a pre-paid card at 43 Valley 
Road during regular business 
hours – 10 a.m.-6 p.m. Tuesdays. 
Non-residents who wish to recycle 
but don’t want to buy a pre-paid 
card can pay a $3 per-bag charge 
at the site. Waste Watchers is not 
charging for aluminum or corru-
gated cardboard because there 
currently are markets that will 
buy them, and the value currently 
exceeds cost.

City support
The stipend provided by the city 

will also help keep the recycling 
center in operation.

According to Linda Kimrey, 
director of Laclede Industries, “Re-
cycling markets have been volatile 
over the years and the cost of re-
cycling is far higher than revenues 
received.”

With the recent bans by foreign 
countries on recyclables, many ma-
terial recovery facilities have gone 

out of business. Even large trash 
companies have stopped providing 
recycling services due to decreased 
revenues and a lack of end markets.

Most companies within the 
United States have not yet adopted 
a sustainable model to effectively 
manage the quantity of materials 
generated; nor the ability to ensure 
that quality standards are met due 
to frequent contamination. There-
fore, the ability to export recycla-
bles came to an end in January 2018 
when China – the primary importer 
of recyclable materials – slashed 
the amount of materials it would 
accept. Other foreign markets such 
as Thailand, Malaysia and Indo-
nesia have also imposed import 
restrictions. 

Rather than abandon the market 
altogether, Laclede Industries – 
along with the city of Lake Ozark 
-- wants to continue to provide con-
sumers with a reasonable option 
for recycling services. But to do 
that, Laclede must do so in a way 
that covers its costs and does not 
threaten its mission of employing 
individuals with disabilities.  

“As consumers, it is our respon-
sibility to understand that our 
consumption and buying choices 
have consequences far beyond 
the immediate satisfaction of the 
purchase,” Kimrey said. “Each of 
us would do well to examine our 
buying behaviors in light of the 

‘trash’ we produce.”

What to know
•Waste Watchers Hours – 10 a.m. 

– 6 p.m. Tuesdays
•Location – 43 Valley Road (be-

low Bagnell Dam Blvd.)
•The free service is for Lake 

Ozark residents only. Commercial 
rates are available by contacting 
Laclede Industries at 417-588-3241.

Acceptable recyclable items: 
•No. 1 (PETE) and 2 (HDPE) 

plastics (on bottom of container)
•Corrugated cardboard
•Magazines
•Newspaper
•Typing paper
•Envelopes
•Tin cans
•Aluminum cans
(All items must be clean and 

pre-sorted)

About Laclede Industries
Laclede Industries provides indi-

viduals with disabilities, just one of 
many paths in their pursuit of the 
American Dream. Laclede supports 
employment choices and serve as 
employees’ safety net when other 
employment choices are not a good 
match. 

For more information on Laclede 
Industries and its programs, go to: 
www.lacledeindustries.com.

Good news, recycling friends.
The Recycling Center on Valley Road in Lake 

Ozark is open to the public once again after closing 
recently for a short period of time.

Remember, though, that the center is open only 
Tuesdays from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. And it’s closed on 
most major holidays.

Use of the facility is open to all residents of the 
City of Lake Ozark and proof is required with a cur-
rent utility bill. The Lake Ozark Board of Aldermen 
earlier this year authorized $5,000 to Laclede Indus-
tries so Lake Ozark residents could use the facility 
free.

For non-residents, fees are as follows:
$3 per 13-gallon bag of paper, plastic or tin.
Punch cards available on site:
A $10-card buys 10 – 13-gallon bags
A $25-card buys 10 – 30-gallon bags
The recycling center currently is accepting card-

board and aluminum cans for free.

Acceptable Items
Cardboard

Corrugated cardboard. Items must be clean and 
broken down. 

Convenient trailers for cardboard recycling to 
businesses for a monthly fee are available. 
Plastic

Items must be clean and sorted.
Accepted are Number 1, Number 2 Natural and 

Number 2 Colored
Tin and Aluminum

All items must be rinsed well. 
Remove labels. 
The center does not pay for aluminum cans. 

Paper
All items must be sorted.
Accepted items include Newspaper, Magazine 

Paper -- Black and White
The Recycling Center does not accept colored 

paper of any kind -- No paper bags, wrapping paper, 
tissue paper, construction paper, carbon copies, etc.

Free recycling for Lake Ozark residents

Here’s more info on recycling

City of Lake Ozark 
Board of Aldermen 
provided $5,000 
to Laclede Industries 
to subsidize free 
service for residents


